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5. Classifiation

Ownership of PropertyCheck as many boxes as apply) Category of PropertyCheck onlpne box)
[X] Private [X] Building(s)
[] Publiclocal [] District
[] Publicstate [] site
[] Publicfederal [] Structure
[] Object
Number of Resurces within Property(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing
1 Buildings
Sites
Structures
Objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National itgr N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.) Current FunctiongEnter categories from instructions.)
COMMERCE/TRADE: Specialty Store VACAIT/NOT IN USE

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural ClassificatiorEnter categories from instructions.)
LATE 19'AND EARLY PICENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style

Materials (enter categories from instructions.)
Principal exterior materials of the propg: CONCRETE, BRICK
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Description

Summary Parag rap['BriefIy describehe general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of
construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property hHasdistegrity.)

The Strode Buildings a tvo-story brick and concrete building on the northeast cornerl6th andWh Q  § ifiLiEo8) i
Nebraska. Designed by notéihcolnarchitecs Fiske & Meginnifor Edmund C. Strodie 1916-17, the buildingsered the

auto industry alond.incolQ & ! dzii 2 Y.Ddginéll consttudted to house two distinct automotive showrooms on the
south side of the first floor with interior parking on the north side. The second story was open garage and service space.
The buiding was rehabilitated as a Federal Historic Tax credit project and received Part 3 certification on 15 June 2020,
pending National Register listin@verall, the building retains a higkegree of physical historic integrity and expresses
significance relted to the development of Automobile Row ihincoln It also meets the registration requirements
identified in the Historic and Architectural Resources of Deroit-LincolrDenverHighway in Nebraska under Criterion A

as the Automobile Agencies, Garagesl Dealerships propertype.

Narrative DeSCFiptiOI‘IDescribe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicaple.

The Strode Biilding wascompletedin 1917 by noted Lincolnarchitecs Fiske & MeginnisConstructed specifically for
Nebraska Oldsmobile Company and Shore & Beach Automobile Comttenybuilding was designed to house an
automobile showroom, repair space, and storage. Thecoln Staon April 8, 19t y2 i SR G(KI G {K2NB 3
locationg 2 dz2f R LINRP@PARS a2yS 2F G(G(KS FAySad FyR Y2ad StlFo2NF (St
FYR GKFG GKSANI 8SO2yR Ff22NJ NBLI AN aK2L) a KISt tYARRIBY $ ST ¢
[AyO2tyQa SINIe | dzi2Y20oAft StroiklyhéobeBedveBEDL-B)HGhwEYR Y QS pdiveEES R | { 2
downtown commercial district and Antelope Creakughly 16" to 239 Streets. This development east dbwntown

fomSR [AyO2tyQa dabtd2i2Y20AtS NEB g oeelaedbeidings iSthididred incluBethe ol Sa
Building at 16220Wh Q fritl M Buteau Building at 1800h Q ¢ i NBESE RS . dzA f160GM/CICYSStréei2h A (0 A
and constructio date of 191617 make itone ofthe earlylarge automotive buildings t 2y 3 [ Ay O2f y Qand a SO2y
the closest to centratiowntown. The eastwest oriented Wh Q  {odia)ld8 & piavedour lanebusycity streetand state

highway, and16™ Streetis aone-way multilane soutfibound connectorlinking University of NebrasKancoln,downtown,

State government offices, and historic neighborhoot@ibe Strode Building anchored thd6™ and Wh Q  {partd @ (i
Automobile Row.

The rectangular plan buildinfaces south where the main facade and storefront frebh Q  { ThheNg®@hand west

facades are clad with dark brown face bI’ICk BhebayW h Q {stureﬂtﬁnShaStwo pedestrlanentrances Orlglnally each

provided access to separate tenant spaosisl K mMmcnn WYhQ {GNBSG |G (KSHow&aeriintel £ F |
current condition the two entrances access one open spabe.demising wall was removed at some point in history which

has not been verifiedThe western most pedestrian entre@on the south fagcade is a simple recessed glass and aluminum

door system with tile at the entry while the eastern most entrance is a glass and aluminum door system flush to the wall.
This historic storefront configuration is intact. The ornate transomagé as seen in historic photographs was removed
sometime after 1944 Additionally, the east tenant automobile door was clearly visible in historic photos up to 1947,
sometime after that it was infilled with large storefront type window and brick knee Wwal

Historically, the sevebay 16" Street elevation hadfrom south to norththree storefrontwindows,three bays of paired

windows, and an automotive entrance at the north end of that facade. Prior taehabilitation, only two of the openings

remaired intact,the southernmosttorefront and the automotive entrance. The rest of the openings had been infilled with

brick. The two bays with paired windows remain infilled with brick. This area inside the building houses the interior parking.

A new overhed door has been added to the garage entrance.

¢tKS y2NIK Fl e RS FIFr0Sa GKS FftSe 0SieSSy ahé FyR até {al
common bond. A recessed automotive entry bay has been cut into this facade. Origiralirgarate this is not the as

'iShore & Beach Wil/ Mo Me LincomtStarO8N\erW91H Be.me May 1, O
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designed condition. A functioning overhead door provides access to the building at this location. Window openings had
been fully infilled with brick at this elevation. Ground floor windows are rectangular with segmental acelpsdwhile
second floor windows are simple rectangles. Window openings have been restored and new windows to match the historic
window configuration have been installed.

All fenestration on the second story had been infilled with brick except for fiemiogs, three on the west facade and two

on the south facadeThere were three second story windows across the south facade within each bay separated by brick
with the unique end pavilions at the cornei@riginal plans indicate second story windows altimg south facade were

nine over one doublung panes with simple one over one doubleng units on the west. As part of tliehabilitation of

the building, all of these window openings have been restored and new windows that match the historic comfigheat

been installed. Architectural elements of the brick facade delineate the corner bays with brick pilasters creating end
pavilions.Each end pavilion had a tripartite window in a wide opening on the second floor. The pavilion windows are
topped with a2t RASNJ O2dzNESZI | 020S GKAOK 4RNJIEZ:{0MNK AR RAMykI2§ 6 © ¢
units. Running the lengths of the south and west facades is a corbelled rowlock cornice, which arches gracefully above the
pavilion lunettes. Compting the south and west walls are parapets capped with limestone coping which step up at the end
pavilions forming a triangular peak over the curved arcid®re are two single windows per bay across the second story

on the west elevation separated by taded brick work.Ornamental truncated cross shapes occupy brick panels between
window bays on the west facade. Though these ornaments closely resemble the Chevrolet bowtie logo, original plans
document that they were ornamental in nature with no corparatssociation.

The roof is flat membranéhat had abrick chimney projecting above at the north fagade. The chimmaydeteriorated

with significant brick spalling and open mortar joints. A new membrane roof has been installed and the damaged chimney,
no longer in use, was removed to the rooflias part of the rehabilitation projecBricks from the chimney were salvaged

for use in repairs elsewhere in the building and in the construction of new brick and concrete piers at the east sidewalk
entry to meetcurrent city code requirements.

The main floor of the buildingras constructed to house two distinct tenantSheWh Q  fadabdSisSaiganized into six
storefront bays separated by brickwork pilasters on the first stdtye formally finished first flodnousedtwo auto show
rooms and utilizedthe large expanses of storefront to show off their product. Offices were located totharthack of the
first-floor sales rooms and the rear of the building was used for star&@eh tenant spacwvas accessed by stinct
automobile door openings into the buildinghe east tenant had aautomobiledoor off of Wh Q  {aldnyJaith éiccess
from the alley. The west tenant haah automobile dooon 16" Street Oneautomobiledoor on the alley and one on the
16" Streetfagade remain in use.

Inside the building, the first floaetains two use areas: the former showroom space up front (south) and garage or interior
parking at the back (northPrior to the rehabilitation thespaceswere divided by new construction officarea. Original
one-inch square white ceramic tile flooring clearly shows the line where the demising wall separated the two historic
showrooms was once located. The floor today is in fair condition with a black and white Greek key design border around
the limits of the show room area. A dropped dayceiling tile system with fluorescent light bays covered the concrete
structure. The ceiling is open concrete painted concrete structure throughout theflist space. There is no evidence of
historic ceilng material and historic photographs of the interior have not been located. Square wood columns provide
structure support throughout the space. A water main pipe and control valves have been installed in front of the show
room windows at the south facini@cade. The pipe connects to the city water line and the building sprinkler system. Here
the floor is concrete. The overhead doors at the west and north facades still function and provide automobile entry into the
spacewhich is now utilized as indoor panig for the tenants above

The main service garage and auto refaok place on the second flooDriginally, twolarge freight elevatas transported
the automobiles between servidevels within the buildingThe elevator for the east tenant has beem@ved while the
west tenant elevatoremaired in working orderuntil the recentrehabilitation into apartments on the second floor. i$
located near the center of the floor plamnd the elevator works (pullies, motor, and cables) and car have beenifixed
place on the second floor of the building and been incorporated as a corridor design element for the apartments.

The ceiling where the former automotive elevatfur the east tenanthas been infilledvhich left the centrally located
automobile elevator as the sole form of industrial access to the second floor. The @bevator consistd of a wood
platform with beadboard side walls and expogaalleys counterweights, and motor. An enclosed stair to the second floor
is located at the northeast corner tie footprint.
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Historically, he second storgvasan open floor plan with exposed wood ceiling structure and wood support beriths
concrete floor Both automotive elevators accessed the open plan. It is unknown if the second floor was subdivided for
ead tenant historically or if the open plan was shared. Alterations over time including removal of the eastern automotive
elevator, did not reveal any indications of such a divisiime floor showed wear from years of automotive service with
stains, pitting uneven areas, and cracking. Wherever possible the original floor has been retained within the new
apartment units and the entirety of the public corridor. Thirteen apartments accessed by a rectangular corridor now occupy
the second floor. A single baythin the roof was opened to provide a light well for the interior apartments. The original
brick and plaster walls, columns, roof trusses, and concrete floors have been retained throughout the second story. The
apartments range in size from a single stuttionostly one and twebedroom, market rate units.

Therehabilitationwas completed in March 2020 and utilized both the Nebraska State Historic Tax Credit program and the
Federal Historic Tax Credit program. Prior to tbleabilitation, the building was wed as an auto service garage and

provided car storage. The building is located on a significant corner bridge the central downtown with east downtown, the
University of Nebraska, and central historic neighborhoods. Restoration of the transparent elemehtstauilding

(windows and storefronts) have improved the aesthetics of the corner and brought a new vitality to the block.

Aspects ophysical integritjhave been respected throughout the rehabilitation of the property. It retains integrity of
location,setting, feeling, and association. Changes to the second story alter the original design, however as a secondary
space the alteration does not significantly impact the overall integrity of the property. New windows were designed based
off the original phns and though not the original wood frames with single panes of glass, the new windows match the
configuration and interior materials as they are wood frames clad with aluminum on the exterior. Window configuration
was selected based on the original plavith 9/1 double hung units across the second story on the south elevation, 1/1

units on the west elevatiorand 44 units on the north elevation. Design and workmanst@mainevident inthe former
showroom flooras well as the intent of two spaces byaiting the ghost of the wall location in the tile flooNational

Register Bulletin 18efines design as the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of
a property. The Strode Building still clearly represents tiseohic design intent.

Figure 1. T6AT A O/ 6 3 OOAAOQO 1T T EEIC T1 OOEAAOO8 0Eitydl (
owner.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

0al NJ

G-¢ Ay 2yS 2N Y2NB 02

property for National Register listing.)

X

A

Property is associated with events that
havemade a significant contribution to
the broad patterns of our history.
Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.
Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or
method of constructioror represents the
work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significar
and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistry or
history.

Criteria Considerations

6al N} a-¢é Ay Fit GKS 62ESa
Property is:
A Owned by a religious institution or used
for religious purposes.
B Removed from its original location.
____ C Ahbirthplace or a grave.
D A cemetery
- A reconstructed building, object, or
_____E structure.
____F A commemorative property.
G Less than 50 years of age or achieved

significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions.)

COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1917-1931

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Fiske & Meginnis

Olson Construction
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Statementof Significance Summary Paragrapiovide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance,
applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)

The Strode Buildings eligiblefor the Naional Register on the local level under Criterion A for association jwithy O2 f y Q&
second phase of automobile development and commerce. It contributed to the development of the automotive
commercial and retaihdustry in the city. The buildingasconstucted f 2y 3 [ Ay 02 f y Qawh Qizifaae® S S
roughly 16" to 239 Streetsand wasbuilt for transportation and commerce as an early automotive sales and service
building on the DetroiLincolrDenver HighwayEdmund Strode, a prominent Lincolttaney commissioned the building

from noted Lincoln architectural firm Fisk & Meginnis and the first tenants were the Nebraska Oldsmobile Company (west
side) and the Shore and Beach Automotive Company (east side). A variety of automotive tenants cibreupigitting
G§KNRdzZaK2dzi GKS KAZG2NRO LISNA2R® LYy |RRAGAZ2YZ GKS {nd NBRS
Architectural Resources of the DetrdiincolnDenver(D-L-.D) | A 3Kgl & Ay bSoN} ailé adz GALX S
(MPD). It represents the Automobile Agencies, Garages and Dealerships property type described in the context. The period
of significances begins in 1917 when the building was completed and extends thro8gjiwh@n theD-L-D highway was

NBNR dzi SRee TF WYhQ { i

Narrative Statement of Significang@rovide at leasbne paragraph for each area of significance.)

Early Automobile History in Lincoln

The Strode Building represents the second phase of Automobile Row development in Lincoln. Though inaedlidayap

the time of its construction, early automobiles in Lincoln were received warily at first. In 1900 there were five sold in the
community. The Wittman company is credited as the first to introduce automobiles in Lincoln in 1900 with steam
runaboutsb 2 A GG Yl yQa ofdziytRR AqybE (I (aNBISH ammw KA OK Sa il of A0nKeal® S| NI
article in theLincoln Staproclaimed the automobile was a cause of disease in women, claiming that doctors are forbidding

it to their patientsp LG ¢l a Of FAYSR G2 Oldza8S Ayaz2yYyiAl |yR aoNBO|SR
GKFG OFly 0S8 LAOISR 2dzi Ay S@GSNE ONER @ekertid proldrnged ndrid btrdid, A"OS R S
overtaxed heart, eye inflammatip and many other symptoms, the automobile was deemed a danger for wémen.
Conversely, much joy was had ather owners as the ease of transportation, the convenience over the street car, and not
having to manage horses being startled by trains or othehsinights in the street was advantageother scattered
2LIAYA2ya NIYy3ISR FNRBY FSIEN GKFd dzyNB3IdzZ F GSR &ALISSRA g2dzZ R
YEAY FYR {AfttzZé G2 2LISy OdzNR 2 & A ( e ashof {or those Ot Hddd go 2 atmfitfte to G | f €
getting the horseless carriage movifg.

Six months into 1904, 30 automobiles had been sold in Lincoln from small steamers and runabouts to two larger touring
cars, and crossountry travel had begun. It was ndizy dza dz- £ F2NJ I FF N¥SNRa GdSry (G2 oS8
muddy ruts. Two early dealers, Sidles and Wittman were adding automobiles to their inventory that included bicycles and
other mechanical items. Public interest was piqued with the kndgtethat city streets were being paved in asphalt with

brick gutters. The plan was to complete paving off 410 NE S FTNRBY dhé {GNBSG &az2dzik G2 &/
Street, northon 27 { G NS Sl (2 ahé { GNBSG I Ieat Iyis pavihad éffortavguld dnaké dovmtoviy G 2
traversable by the small, more affordable automobité&y far the most widely available car in Lincoln was the Cadillac with

five sold to one of every other available, as claimed by Sidles Cycle Cofnpany.

By dily 1, 1905 the state first registered and licensed individual automobiles at a fee of $1.00 per and required a tag made
up of a metal plate that bore the number of the machine and the number of the license be displayed at all times. The plates
were largeSy 2 dz3K GKI G GKS @QAOGAY 2F | GaO2NODKSNE GKFd Ayg2t o

2AMarvel ous Development of t hy&tarAUApribl®@bblb.l e | ndustryo Lincec
5 Aut o Caus e The Lincdn Ssa3hMaecls 19@4. 9.

“AToo Speedy: Automobiles Have Fr ee r iLigchln Stag23 Mayal904.6;n Li nc c
AWhen The Automobi | e Li8dolo ptay 80dMayld04.Busy Street . o

SAThirty Aut os Ligod Star 23 dulyl90sh & ol n. o

6 AdvertisementLincoln Star20 August 1904. 4.
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number. The first legal safety measures ineldé speed limit not to exceed one mile every six minutes in crowded areas
and no more than one milenifour minutes in other areas. Further, auto drivers were required to assist with any animals
that became frightened by their machines to help calm them. The number of automobiles registered in Lincoln had doubled
to 64 by May of 1905.

By this time, thoub regulations were developing, and some citizens were still fearful, the automobile was a profitable and
efficient means of transportation in Lincoln. Companies were beginning to equip their sales representatives with
automobiles to increase efficiency, iprarily because of the extent of paved roads within the communitytomotive
commerce in Lincoln varied to include services and support retailers for tires and accessories, clothing accessories such as
gloves, veils, bonnets, and coats all specificalbigieed for the automobilevere widely available anhanyLincoln retailers.

To make it official, the first Lincoln Automobile Club was also established in 1905. The Club organized tours, races, meets
and promoted the use of automobileswutomobile clubs ats assisted with the Good Roads Movement to promote road
improvements across the country which became more important with the popularity of the automobile and the desire for
crosscountry recreational travel. Availability of automobiles increased every yar more affordable optionsghat were

not able to traverse rough terrain like larger more expensive touring cars. Their advocacy for Good Roads was important
FYR KF&a Fy AYLIOG 2y GKS {GNRBRS . dzA f RA y @this repRl grbviths @en O2 v a i
Washington, D.C. hosted its first national automobile show in 1&i€re were 622 American manufacturers exhibiting

their cars and accessories at the shéwincoln dealers chose to represent at shows a bit closer to home, fgé&alihe big
automobile shows in Chicago. H.E. Sidles made trips to Flint, Michigan to visit the Buick company plant that supported his
RSFE SNEKALI Ay [AyO2tyd ¢KS CftAyd LI LISNI I LILI NFey NebrakandB LI2 NJIi
Fd SOSNI OFYS 2dzi 2F GKS dGFftf 3ANFaa O2dzyiNEdE

By 1910 Lincoln Police Department had switched completely to motor patrol, much to the consternation of Ned and Frank
the patrol horses who, after being sold, returned to police headquarters to line uein stalls. It took the police
department six weeks to reform the barn with hay and water pails into a concrete floored garage for motorcycles and
automobiles with no room for horses. Fortunately, Ned and Frank were returned to the farmer who purdhasedt
auction??

By nowthe first major buildings and sales spacesistructed for andledicated to the car appeared in the landscapéhen

the Lincoln Automobile Company built their new modern atery garage and showroom at 3385 South 1% Street in

1911, the new construction cemented the area of the Automobile Row, roughly betw&em® 11" Streets andiXto ‘©Q
Streets!? Lincoln remained primarily a community where car brands were sold rather than cars manufactured, however
there were a few sha-lived companies that manufactured autos such as the Field Car and Cushman Company that made a
very small number of cars for family and friends before securing themselves in the motor scooter and golf cart tAdustry.

By 1911 Nebraska lead Kansas, Missand Oklahoma in the number of automobiles licensed with 14,282 licenses issued
between 1905 and 1910 which resulted in an approximate investment of $14,000,000 in automobiles in Nebrask4 alone.
The numbers continued to grow during that year and beyand carsbecame more widely accepted as public agencies
such as police, fire, and postal service switched over to motorized transport.

¢KS o0ft201 27F &h%and1ihSHeétsi begard deveBingnt at this time wittgaragebuilding construced
for lease. This began speculative construction of commercial buildings for the automotive industry, such was the booming

"TAAI'l Aut omobi |l es Likools $tar B el S8R eAgir d tl e HAadAREamobiles QwnadSni Lindok.

Lincoln Star28 May 1905. 4. A scorcher was the name given to accidents involving automobiles because of the speed the car
would drive by and practically scorch those involved.

8l rresistibl e Ons | lancolnistar 9 dahuaty 1980.8Aut omobi | e. O

°AGeor ge Leoln®tarms Feldruary 1910. 2.

g Ccast Off Pol ilneolnBtarl%SememBee 1910r2n . 0

BALi ncol n Aut o madnbanlSear 2Cluma A%l 4. o

2AThe FiMalde Gar Lincom &tarl2 danuary 19122.; Walt SehnerfyicCook Gazette28 February 2011,

accessed online 10 July 2020nat'w.mccookgazette.com

BANebraska Heads Ot helincol Stay2%Januarym91A. 3t omobi | es . o
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SO2y2Yeéd® ¢KS . dZAftRAY3 i mcny BhYyR{ANES{HINBFIEKSES ¥ 2 Nl KB &
by A.L. Shadén 1912. The sizable building was 75 x 142 feet and constructed of brick and terra cotta with large plate glass
show room windows. The service garage was on the second floor with a large automotive elevator and storage in the
basement. Interestingly, theuilding was constructed across from the Rawlings block which was being renovated from a
stable to office suites. Lord Auto Company would occupy the space upon its commetioits name would adorn the
cartouche at the corniceLord had only been in bumss for one year at his location along auto row at"'12y R &t £
Streets!* However, it is unclear if Lord actually occupied the building right away as the Ford dealer was listed at the address
immediately following construction of the building and Lord ened at a 12 Street address for several years. The
building was completed in 1913 and began a new generation and new location of automobile row in Lincoln.

Strode Building

Lincoln attorney Edmund C. Strode purchased the property occupied by LincobelCo® on the northeast corner of
16"andWh Q ¢ i NI & (1907, shortly after his time as City Attorifayis site was located on the fringe ddwntown

Lincoln in an area characterized by transitional development. Many sites in the adjaceks btothe west of 16 were

occupied by movie theaters. Complementary to these area businessesfoat30y 6Gfoot iron stage was constructed on

the 1600WCsite in 1911 for the Airdome Theat&ran operl A NJ G KSF 1 SNJ F2 NJ & Ol lutRitedsbrigs, £ Y 2
n LIASOS 2NOKSaild NI =8BeghRing iniha Witter 0f BH N B eiMrdoBe/ Tiheatdréwas also being used for

roller skating, advertised with maple floors and an orchestra. In 1913, a roof [NEBRASKA AUTOMOBILE
installed over the skating rink. REGISTRATIONS
(1911-1918)

E.C. Strode was an influential and powerful attorney in Lincoln. His long career

punctuated by many financial successes as well as personal tukeodnd his wife 1911 18405
had one daughter and struggled with a rocky marriage, which eventually lead 1313 ggg?g
divorce filing that was never fully executedde left Lincoln in 1915 to fight a nine 1914 41}:929
month legal battle involving 27 fire insurance caseswhich herepresened the 1915 59.140
Mountain Timber Companywned by Nebraska concerns. When he sent word 1916| 100534
April 1916 that hewon the case with a $277,000 settlement, he returned to Lincc 1917 148.101
and spent some of his handon earnings® Upon his return he purchased one o 1918| 175409

[ AyO2tyQa Yzail thePhillips CaStleoNBhedom KoyisPad B8Z5 D  [Source: Clinton Ware, The Acceptance
Street and bought a new car tioin October. By December he applied for the buildir [ofthe Automobile in Mebraska,”

permit to build the garage and showroom atflé Yy R Wh Q { (i NB S |Nebraska History, 37{September 1956). KS
employed noted Lincoln architectural firm Fiske & Meginnis to design a suitable w.iu

stately brick block that would providadditional stable income from the automotive industry. Strode had no other
commercialproperty butinvested in this building as well as his impressive residence.

It was one of the most prominent downtown commercial buildings designed by the prolificliinochitects Fiske &
Meginnis and was built by the leading construction firm of Olson Construction CordpaRerdinand Fiske practiced
architecture in Lincoln from 1888930. In partnership with Harry Meginnis, they formed the firm of Fiske & Megimais a
practiced between 1915 and 1924. They designed some of the most notable buildings in Lincoln and were prolific in their
nine years togethef?

By 1917, the yeathe Strode Building is completed, the number of registered automobiles dramatically increasearly
150,000ay R Ay (GKS F2tft2gAy3 &SINE mMpmyZ bSOoONI a1l Qa LISNI OF LA

“f20, 000 Ga Be g EnecdMiSkar. 18 February 1912. 1.

1519083 Sanborn.

18| ancaster County Deeds: Book 150, P. 129.

17 Building Permit Application #4142.

¥ The Lincoln Heralgd9 Jun 1911, P. 1.

19 Building Permit #4914.

2AWon Big | nsurldnoonStayBépritldlé.®ent . 0

21 Building Permit Application #6888.

22 Fiske & Meginnis, Architects from-aebraskahistory.org, accessed 7 June 2020.
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and the ratio of automobile ownership continued to rank among the highest in the n&tiStrode utilized this popularity
to construct a building that would serve the automotive commerce in Lincoln. Its locationdt R WYh Q { G NBESG |
the Lord Block completed this block and provided a solid presence along-itH2 Highway that ran right in front of the
buildingalongbh Q { GNBSGZ FdzZNIKSNJI OSYSyidAy3a Ada ARSEHE t20FGA2y F

When construction was completad 1917 there was no shortage of viable tenants for the spdadee first tenants of the
building when it opened in July 1917 were the Nebeagidsmobile Company at 1600h Q {ari"drthé Shibre & Beach
Automobile Company at 1608h Q ® I NESKLE 9 . S OK I RSNIA&ASR @ KI 0 GKSANI y S
and most elaborately equipped automobile sales rooms and offices inkhe & ¢ I y R K KSANI aS02y

1]
68 2yS 2F (KS Y2ail &aLI OAz2da | yR 0684l I-éé)\EI)/SR 2F Fye Ay

Shore & Beach, later Hedges & Beach and Liberty Sales Corpany,SR (G KS odzaiySaasSa |4 020K
They distriluted the Liberty Six and Kissel Kandoccupied the Strode Building until 1921. A tactic employed by Shore &
Beach was to teach people to drive without obligation to purchase a vehicle; at the time, many dealers would only give
driving lessons after a cavas purchased®t | NIy SNBE / KI N¥ Sa {K2NB FyR 2Aftf . SIO
YSOKIYAO Ay 2yS 2F GKS fFNBSald ldzi2z2Y20AfS RAAGNAOdzIAY3
Nebraska Oldsmobile Company with Charles Tuckerrdskh Oldsmobile distributed the Oldsmobile Eight, parts and
repairs for current and earlier Oldsmobile models, and automobile accessories for Nebraska and southwé&st lowa.

The Kimball Motor Car Company, distributors of Packard, moved into the spac®@wWit Q {in(i1B23.SThey were
followed by their successor, Logdones Motors.

The Lincoln Oldsmobile Co. (renamed from Nebraska Oldsmobile Co.) occupiet A6R0 {rililNg2S ihen the Kimball

Motor Car Company moved to 1608h Q {véachitiigihéir space at 1630 O. Lincoln Oldsmobile Company then moved

from 1600 h Q foliheIBréér Kimball location at 1630 O. At the same time the Lincoln Overland Company, distributors
— — - of Overland and WillyKnight models, moved to 1608h Q framNLB48 1648 O.

,‘ In 1924, Carlisle Logalones briefly entered the automobile industry himself by buying out

| the Kimball Motor Company to become a Packard distributor in the east bay of the Strode

* Building at 1608 h Q £ lindBo§ailones Car Compathearned Cdisle a listing in the
MbHY 2K2Qa 2K2 Ay [ A®/THe fogardnes family relbcdtéd2to RS | €
Hollywood, California in 1928 where Carlisle was employed as a publicist at Warner Bros.
studios.®

In about 1926, the Lincoln Overland Company madvech 1600 to 1608V h Q {afidNd S (i
1926 Bruce Motor Car Company signed a/&8r lease at the 1600 storefront but closed in
1930 because of financial hardshig3uTeau Chevrolet opened a used car display in
& | 31 . . . . . .
M., Caslisle Logan Jones | 1930._ In 1931 the Clrcus.mlnlature g_olf, desigl by Lincoln contractor A. E. Piersén,
- | occupied the space. The Circus advertised:

LOGAN-JONES MOTORS i A A . . A
asriavive wrest woons or e oo can || @Y SSLI €2 dzNJ 32T F R246y U2 LI NI FEE SAYUSNI 2y |

MeaHim atthe Pockard Booth — * || Wh Q JGNBSGad | FTFNRAE GKFIG FNB ySgofthf R RATT
— complete floors with plenty of room to accommodate a large number of people at one

Figure2 LoganJones ad
from Lincoln Star 24 Oct.

2Clinton Ware, fAThe Accept anNewaskaHistdryB7e(Septentber 1986).i | e i n Nebr
2ThelincolnSir, fAShore & Beach Will Move Into New Home May 1, 0
25The Nebraska State Journall Mar 1917, P. 7.

26The Lincoln Stari New Auto Firm30a&kl1916R.2s mobi |l es, o

2’The LincoinStar fiPackard Agency ChaPmlges Hands, o 24 Oct 1924,

28 The Nebraska State Journ&0 Aug 1925, P. C8.

2BaldwinnWhood6s Who,1928. Li ncol n

%0The Los Angeles Times A Obi t uary Notices: Jacgu&helincen Skc Ma®amniogt Y 2N&
Covers Wide Loca@We st And So0l935WP,1® 04 Feb

SliDuTeau Leadam®nHar L4l Mdy 1839..6.0

32 Building Permit #19657.
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The Circus was shelived, and by 1932 King Motors Inc. (formerly Lincoln Overland*@woyved from 1608 to 1608 h Q
Street King Motors remained at 1608 Q { dnNi¥P&dential Insurance Co. sold the building to Nathan Grossman in
1941. Grossman, of Western Auto Stores, remained at 100Q {foii i Sdtades until he sold the building to
Merchandise Mart in 1984 for use as a furniture stéte.

0000000000 0000606000000060006060606068086080600000000000000000000000
PPNV 0000000000000000 0000009000090 NN NPT PP PP P PP PYWWT

0606060666 00000000000000
V0000000000000 00000000

_INDOOR Golf

Figure3. The Circus ad from Lincoln S28rAugust 1930
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After its completion in 1917, the building housed several commercial automotive enterprises. Some of these dealerships
may have been speculative, but the building was never unoccupied. The popularity of the automobile and the wide variety
ofdealerswerefagl @8a t221Ay3 FT2N aLI OSo | L2y {iNRRSQa RSIGK Ay
RIdZAKG SNRa yoftBdaydAha wak a yoBgldvoman at the time anedia lavish life in a large hom8he was

a precocious child who ented university at 14Her inheritance was quitgast,and most information written about her
Fft26Ay3 KSNI Tl 6KSNDR& R SassodlatetlBith SeedgiyBmeriadd nttiagdThedgroparty’ G LI |
remained in trust until it was sold to NathaGoldman in 1941. Goldman owned the property until 1984i Q& LJ2 8 &4 A 0 f
GKS (Sylyida 6SNB I NBadzZ G 2F LIR22NJ LINPLISNIe& YIylF3aSySyid ¥z
such as the Lord Building immediately adjacent (east)y@®S C2NRX I iSNJ / KSONRf SG o0dzAf R,
had similar stories with multiple tenants. Both buildings appear to have one major tenant for a long period of time, but with

a variety of other businesses advertised at the same address.

Period of Significance 1917931

Ghé¢ {GNBSG s6Fa GKS YFEAYy O2YYSNOAFE &A4GNALI yR KAIKgl e
automotive dealer¢ KS O2NNAR2NJ 2F ahé {GNBSGH Ay FNRYyG 2Fedmdfa { (NP
LincolnDenver (GL-D) and later, the DetroiLincolnrDenver (BL-D) Highway. Though a specific midwestern link, this
highway was a component of a nationwide system connecting the east and west coasts from Boston to Los Angeles. In the
early daysof organized road development, most highways were named rather than numbered, and the popularity of the
automobile forced a surge of the Good Roads Movement across the country.

The Omah&enver Tran&ontinental Route Association was established in Mayl 16 envision a permanent route across

the state and into Colorado. By 1920 several shorter highway routes were combined into a continuous highway from
Detroit to Denver and made possible through extensive advertising and commercial sponsorship fromniti@snaund
businesses located along the route. To efficiently construct this highway, the organizing association connected segments of
existing roads together, rather than building new corridors. In the eastern part of Nebraska, the route often follaved th
established Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad corridor before shifting in the western part of the state to closely
follow the Republican River valley then shifting north to again follow the rail line into Colorado.

Safety concerns along the routgiickly became an issue mostly because of increased traffic congestion and inappropriate
engineering resulting from connecting segments of existing roadways, rather than designing new to accommodate
automobiles. As early as 1913, numerous railroad crossingrrow bridges, and sharp turns had to be clearly marked.

33 Lincoln Journal Star28 Aug 1930, P. 8.
34 Nebraska State Journa?7 Jan 1929.
35 Lancaster County Deeds: Book 84, P. 13733.
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Burlington Railway placed alarm bells at railroad crossings and made sure approaches and crossings were well graded to
assist motorists and improve safety of auto/rail crossings. Tourist traffi€ so heavy, promoters estimated that 75,000
tourists traveled the route in 1919wo years after the Strode building was constructédross the state tourist attractions

and services were constructed to support the booming busirgss.

By 1916, state anfederal funding regulated highways, and theldD route changd and be@me more standardized. It
became part of the state highway system in 1919 and was designated Nebraska State Highway 6 in 1924 when numbers
were assigned to named highways to unify higlgwidentification across the country. The Federal Department of
Agriculture formally announced the numbered highway system in 1888 Nebraska State Highway 6 became a federal
highway in 1926. Though the corridor was associated with several route nsribreugh the 1930s, by 1940 it was finally
designed as U.S.6. Not to shift too far from the tradition of naming highways, the corridor was designated as the national
route honoring the Grand Army of the Republic in 1937 and the Nebraska Department of RE2OR) in 1947 placed
markers every 2%niles along the corridor. None of the signs remain today as they were removed by theft, vandalism,
maintenance and after extra supplies were exhausted, they were no longer installed. However, the route isestitheall

Grand Army of the Republic Highway and other states commemorate it through sighage.

_____OFFIGALROUTES OF
["MAIN HIGHWAYS THROUGH LINGOLN, NEB. |
T WITH CONNEGTING ROADS AND STREL(S T
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Automobile Highways Radiating Out of Lincoln

Figuredd [ Ay O2f Y'Y b S0 NI-%9P3: ChambérlofiGanimerte, 192301 & 3
(red line added to identify-D-D, star for Stvde Building)

36 Mead and HuntiNebraska Histod Highway SurveyAugust 2002 31-35.
37 |bid. 37-38.
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In Lincoln, the B-D Highway entered Lincofrom the westalong WestP h Q  { shiftedh [Biéfly to West P Street until it

crossed Salt Creek, then contirtialong® h Q  ¢hiodgB @intown to 33rd Street. The route continued north and east
0KNRdzZZK GKS OAGed [AyO2ftyQa S| NI & -L-bzh @Y FhévedStie dyRidein NBE &
commercial district and Antelope Creek, about ™o 23 Streets. This development eastd? 6y 12 6y F2NY¥Y SR [ 7
automobile row. Other extant examples of automobitdated buildings in this area include the Lord Building at 14622

Wh Q fndl M&Buteau Building at 1880h Q { (4 NB S

As traffic incrased the city proposed a route change to bypass downtown to save time and increase safety. The Lincoln
Sunday Stadocumented the new route in 1930 showing the new Cornhusker Highway route around the north side of the
city limits at the time. It was planmkas a paved route that would allow motorists to go around the city and not have to go
through Havelock, University Place, downtown Lincoln when trying to get around town. This project was done in
partnership with the railroads because the new routengigantly reduced the number of cars crossing their tracks. This
new route became the U.S. 6 bypass and remains the route of Cornhusker Highway at the north side of Lincéin today.

il |
il
i

i
Wi

fil
i

il

i
e!

Figure 5Lincoln Star newspaper from February 2, 1930 illustrating the new route of Cornhusker Highway arou
north side of the city limit. This represents the present route of the road today and identifies the end of the per|
SiY ATAOI yOS 6KSYy YIF22N KAIKgl & GNIFTFAO g a N

The corridor became so popular that its original intent as a bypasselieve the heavy traffic downtown almost
immediately failed. Numerous newspaper articles from the 1940s document the almost instant commercial growth along
Cornhusker Highway within this corridor and how traffic trying to access the businesses asmtherosilroad tracks caused
significant congestion in what was meant to be an area to relieve congestion. The Nebraska Department of Roads went so
far as to approach the state legislature to empower them to regulate the development and access to theyhighiough

their efforts failed. The attempts to building the new Cornhusker Highway as a convenient bypass for Highway 6 around the
Y2NIK &aARS 2F G2¢y (G2 FEtSOAIGS O2y3SadArzy Ft2y3a ahé { 4N
Lincoln®®

Auto-related businesses began locating along thé-ID Highway, impacting the physical development of communities
along the route. As the number of automobile agencies, garages, and dealerships increased, so did the acceptance of the
automobie in Nebraska. These conveniences to highway travelers allowed for repair service, products, and purchase of
automobiles themselves. Districtshere automotive and transportationelated businesses were concentrated formed.
These automobile rows were edtiished solely in response to the automobile with the first automobile rows appearing
near established commercial districts in the late 1910s and 1920s.

BACornhusker Hi gh wmgoln Bunday Stap Edbraanyd @3d. . o
39 The Lincoln StarJuly 1943January 1954,
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The period of significance for the Strode Building begins in 1917 and extends through 1931 the y@&Dhdighway was
NEY2@PSR FTNBY WwhQ {GNBSG I'yR NBENRdziSR GKNRdzZZK GKS y2NIK a
this designation shifted the focus of the automotive commerce of the district to a more localized theme. Alsosamthis

year the building was used as a miniature golf course for a short time, before its return to use as an automotive parts store

The building represents the significant retail automotive construction along théBlighway in Lincoln and served that

industry throughout the historic period as home to many different dealers and garages. It is a representative example of the
ldzi2Y20AtS ! 3SyOASas DIFNI3ISa | yR 58S arfl Rishitectudd RastivRdsISIE & (G &
Detroit-Linoin-5 Sy @SNJ | A 3K g I 2ultifleyPropeBydotlindeft Fhe budding illustrates this property type as
identified in the Multiple Propertypocument (MPDyvith the characterdefining features that included prominentjylaced

vehicle entries in buildingthat featured display areas to showcase new automobiles and multiple bays for repairs and
storage. Dealerships were typically multiple story buildings that resembled commercial buildings constructed wfalbrick

were meant to be large, fashionable, anggant with elevators large enough to accommodate automobiles to the upper
stories. The Strode Building fits all thesgNR LISNJié (& LJS RSAONARLIIA2ya ARSYGAFASR A
declining sales during the Great Depression and W/éd 11. At Strode, the miniature golf course occupied the building in

1931 during the Depression and at the beginning of the war, the building shifted to retail auto part®sales.

The Strode Building contributes to the important commerce developed agedcwith the automotive industry in Lincoln

along the BL-D Highway. The building is significant at the local level under Criterion A. Its period of significance begins in
1917 and extends through 1931 when thelAD was relocatedrom Wh Q { (i NBStiafficiagd inkkEaRedgéfetyThe
two-story brick building was home to many automotive dealers at the height of tbéDn Lincoln.

40Christina Slattery, Emily Schill, and Jessie NuHistoric and Architectural Resirces of the Detroitincoln-Denver
Highway in Nebraska\ational Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, (NPS# 64501212), July
13,2014. F7.
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{GNRBRS .dzAf RAY3IQa ¢Syl yida
Various automotive occupants of Strode Building as advertisethroln newspaper4!

Liberty Sales Co.
Nebraskaw&mpany ng PP,
" J.R.O'Neal, Gen. Mge. - mb - LIBERTY SIX

1600 O St. © Lincoln, Ncb.‘ B
e Most Bezutiful Grest Range of Power ' o - % - \
' :U “.\ﬂ"-""i PRIGE -‘-'-:-"..;w“"e'."'n.;m;n":- L .herty mx
o Phene BIZTT “‘G‘;’.'p",.:.‘:‘ Hedges & Beach Auto. Co, Inc.
. North East Corher 16th anc O St
THE PACKARD MOTOR CAR COMPANY + DETROIT! “——

-

OPEN EKVENINGS

Kimball Motor Car Co. || Logan-Jones

B-3188 1608 O Street 1608 .ONL(;;tors B.6786

Sttt QVERLAND e
LINCOLN OVERLAND CO.

B6664 ~  LINCOLN, NEBR. 1600 O St.

. N R o O VERLAND RUTSNGE- - G MC O MEOL R LT C A K. &%

CHRYSLER |- Chrysler & Plymouth

MURPHY MOTORS Authorized Parts and Service,

16861 LINCOI | \ \Fn 1600 O St *

sone g R g o DAWLEY MOTOR CO., 1608 O  2-4548

Announcing the Appoinlmu! of

KING MOTORS, Inc. Boehl Nash Co.

1600 O STREET Nash
As Dealers in Lincoln and Surrounding Territory of 15“8 0 St 2‘3 445

HUDSON CARS and ESSEX TERRAPLANES

41 Nebraska Oldsmobile Ad.incoln Journal Star28 August 1930, 8.; Liberty Sales @ancoln Journal Star20 February
1920. 13.; Bruce Motot,incoln Journal Star30 July 1926. 7.; Hedges & Beatlincoln Journal Star19 August 1917. 7.;
Kimball Motors,Nebraska State Journal9 February 1922. 4.: LogalonesNebraska State Journa?s January 1925. 10.;
Lincoln OverlandLincoln Star 25 October 1925. 15.; Murpiotors,Lincoln Star 13 January 1929. 7.
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listin6 CFR 67 has been requeste_X State Historic Preservation Office
previously listed in the National Register ____Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register ____Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark _X_Local government
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____University
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # ____ Other(Name of repository

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Noen (if assigned): LC13:D9198

10.

Geographical Data

Acreage of property Lessthan 1 USGS Quadrang! Lincoln, NE

(Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates. Delete the other.)

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGE!:

1. Latitude 40.813% Longitude -96.6978
2. Latitude Longitude
3. Latitude Longitude
4. Latitude Longitude

Verbal Boundary DescriptiofDescribe the boundaries of the property.)

The Strode Building resides at the northeast cornet@fandWh Q ¢ il LlitiBoh (iNebraska. The legal boundary
description of the property includes Lotswn =/ 2dzyG& /£ SNJ] Q& { dzoRAGA&ARZYy 27
approximately 0.3 acres.

17

[ 20



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration F

NPS Form 1800 OMB No. 10240018
Strode Building Lancaster County, Nebraska
Name of Property County and State

Boundary Justificatio(Explain whyhe boundaries were selected.)
The boundary includes the lot legally and historically associated with the building.

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle Melissa Dirr Gengler and Stacey Hageman

organization Historic Resources Group, Inc. date June 2020
street & number 2840 Calvert Street telephone 4027705877
city or town Lincoln state NE Zip code 68502

email melissa@hrgebraska.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

1 Maps: AUSGS mapr equivalent (7.5 o5 minute series) indicating the property's location.

1 Sketch magfor historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all photographs to
map.

1 Additional items: (Check with the SHPO for any additional items.)
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